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A  SERMON. 


ST.  LUKE  XXIV.  47. 

.  “  BEGINNING  AT  JEKUSALEM.” 


To  be  in  the  right — to  know  that  we  are 
thinking  right,  acting  right,  and  desiring  what 
is  right, — this  is,  to  the  real  Christian,  consola¬ 
tion  and  strength, — consolation  under  whatever 
trouble  he  may  be  called  to  experience,  and 
strength  in  whatever  arduous  duty  he  may  be 
called  to  discharge.  The  advocates  of  abstract 
principles  of  right  and  wrong,  have  never  yet 
been  able  to  settle  their  own  standard.  Their 
appeal  to  an  innate  sense  in  all  mankind  is  a 
failure ;  since,  with  reference  to  many  and  im¬ 
portant  questions,  it  is  a  matter  of  fact,  that 
right  and  wrong,  instead  of  being  fixed  prin- 
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ciples  common  to  all  men,  are  varying  matters 
of  geography  and  civilization. 

Our  standard  of  right  and  wrong — the  only 
one  on  which  we  can  place  full  reliance,  is  the 
Word  of  God.  Everything  else  in  this  fallen 
world  partakes  of  the  fall,  and  consequent 
fallibility.  Holy  Scripture  alone  is  a  direct 
communication  from  the  Unfallen,  an  infallible 
rectifier  of  man’s  mistakes.  And  now,  my 
brethren,  friends,  members,  and  supporters  of 
this  Christian  Institution,  assembled  at  your 
Thirty-eightli  Anniversary,  you  have  the  satis¬ 
faction,  with  the  Bible  open  before  you,  of 
feeling  altogether  convinced,  that  in  your  design 
to  promote  Christianity  amongst  the  Jews,  you 
are  engaged  in  a  truly  scriptural  enterprise ;  you 
are  thinking,  doing,  and  desiring  what  is  right, 
what  is  in  full  accordance  with  the  revealed 
mind  of  God. 

AVhatever  difficulties  you  may  encounter ; 
whatever  delays  or  disappointments  you  may 
experience  ;  whatever  reverses  you  may  suffer, 
whether  in  the  sudden,  and,  as  we  may  be 
tempted  to  imagine,  premature  removal  of  some 
of  your  most  distinguished  and  effective  la¬ 
bourers  ;  or  in  the  disabling  sickness  of  others ; 
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or  in  the  obstinate  unbelief  of  some  Jews  who 
seem  impenetrable  by  your  best  efforts ;  or  in 
the  detected  hypocrisy  of  others,  whom  you  had 
for  a  time  esteemed  sincere  converts ;  or  in  any 
other  particulars,  however  painful :  still  the 
duty  is  clear,  and  perseverance  in  it  is  sustained 
and  ennobled  by  the  assurance  that  it  is  so.  In 
some  of  the  methods  hitherto  adopted  in  detail, 
for  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  it  is  quite  possible 
that  unintentional  mistakes  may  have  arisen, 
and  that  advancing  experience  may  still  point 
out  valuable  improvements ;  but  in  the  duty 
itself,  there  is  and  can  be  no  mistake. 

Further :  it  is  highly  conducive  to  our  Chris¬ 
tian  happiness  to  know,  that  what  we  are 
engaged  in  is  not  only  right  in  itself  considered 
absolutely,  but  also,  that  relatively  with  other 
things,  it  is  so  important  and  ufgent  as  to  be 
legitimately  entitled  to  the  degree  of  precedence 
we  are  granting  to  its  claim  on  our  time  and 
attention  and  co-operation.  On  this  ground  also, 
brethren,  taking  holy  Scripture  for  our  guide,  we 
have  the  satisfying  assurance,  that  our  objects 
and  our  labours  in  this  Society  are  every  way 
worthy  of  the  prominence  we  claim  for  them. 

On  the  present  occasion,  your  attention  is 
specially  invited,  not  to  what  the  Jews  were, 
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neither  to  what  they  will  be,  but  to  what  they 
now  are ;  not  to  the  Christian  instruction  to  be 
derived  from  their  history,  nor  to  the  Christian 
hope  which  mingdes  its  brightest  anticipations 
with  their  prophecies,  but  to  the  present  duty  of 
Christians  towards  them  during  their  dispersion. 
Previous  to  the  first  coming  of  Messiah,  the 
Jews  were  the  only  possessors  of  true  religion 
upon  earth :  and  subsequent  to  the  second 
coming  of  Messiali,  they  will  be  the  glory  of  all 
the  nations  upon  earth.  These  are  themes  of 
animating  interest,  and  of  copious  instruction, 
in  both  the  Old  Testament  and  the  New ;  but, 
although  closely  connected  with,  they  are  not 
necessarily  or  directly  involved  in,  our  present 
subject.  Our  Society  is  neither  an  historical 
nor  a  prophetical  Society.  ‘It  is  a  missionary 
Society,  avowing  as  its  special  object,  and  en¬ 
deavouring  td^forward  as  its  special  obligation, 
the  promotion  of  Christianity  among  the  Jews. 
The  words  of  my  text,  considered  in  this  con¬ 
nexion,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  they 
were  spoken,  make  it  abundantly  obvious  that 
this  duty  is  both  clear  and  urgent. 

I.  It  is  clear. 

Frequently,  in  the  course  of  his  personal 
ministry,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  described  the 
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Jewish  character  in  his  days.  He  “  knew  Avhat 
was  in  man,”  and  could  not  he  deceived  by  any 
outward  appearances.  Their  formalities,  in 
which  they  were  so  sedulous  and  so  scrupulous, 
could  not  pass  with  him  for  true  religion.  He 
desired  mercy,  not  sacrifice.  Their  boasted 
religion  consisted  in  multiplied  sacrifices,  in 
ty things  of  anise  and  mint  and  cummin,  while 
they  neglected  the  weightier  things  of  the  law, 
judgment  and  mercy  and  truth.  He  told  them, 
with  awful  solemnity,  that  they  were  filling  up 
the  measure  of  their  fathers,  and  that  upon  that 
generation  to  whom  he  addressed  himself,  would 
come,  in  the  way  of  judicial  vengeance,  all  the 
righteous  blood  shed  upon  the  earth  since  the 
days  of  Abel.  To  their  rulers,  both  ecclesi¬ 
astical  and  civil;  to  their  scribes,  chief  priests, 
and  lawyers,  he  said,  “Ye  serpents,  ye  genera¬ 
tion  of  vipers,  how  can  ye  escape  the  damnation 
of  hein”  In  many  ways  he  announced  a 
dreadful  termination  to  their  then  existing 
privileges.  In  the  parable  of  the  marriage 
feast,  he  described  the  great  King  as  sending 
forth  his  armies  to  destroy  the  murderers  and 
burn  up  their  city.  In  the  parable  of  the 
vineyard,  he  described  the  householder  as 
miserably  destroying  the  wicked  husbandmen, 
and  giving  his  vineyard  to  others.  They  knew 
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he  spoke  this  of  them,  and  they  exclaimed,  God 
forbid!  when,  instead  of  explaining  away  or 
modifying.  He  solemnly  ratified  and  confirmed 
his  predictions  out  of  their  own  Scriptures. 
Anticipating  their  ruin,  he  wept  over  their  de¬ 
voted  city,  saying,  “  O  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem, 
thou  that  killest  the  prophets,  and  stonest  them 
which  are  sent  unto  thee,  how  often  would  I 
have  gathered  thy  children  together,  even  as  a 
hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her  wings, 
and  ye  would  not !  Behold,  your  house  is  left 
unto  you  desolate.  For  I  say  unto  you,  Ye 
shall  not  see  me  henceforth,  till  ye  shall  say. 
Blessed  is  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord.”  (Matt,  xxiii.  87 — 39.) 

When  his  murderers  were  leading  him 
forth  to  death,  and  he  saw  some  Jewish  women 
weeping  as  he  passed,  he  said,  “  Daughters  of 
Jerusalem,  weep  not  for  me,  but  weep  for  your¬ 
selves,  and  for  your  children.  For,  behold,  the 
days  are  coming,  in  the  which  they  shall  say, 
Blessed  are  the  barren,  and  the  wombs  that 
never  bare,  and  the  paps  which  never  gave  suck. 
Then  shall  they  begin  to  say  to  the  mountains, 
Fall  on  us ;  and  to  the  hills.  Cover  us.  For  if 
they  do  these  things  in  a  green  tree,  what  shall 
be  done  in  the  dry  ”  So  he  died,  predicting 
their  ruin. 
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But  his  communications  with  men  did  not 
terminate  with  his  death.  He  rose  again  from 
the  dead,  and  showed  himself  alive  to  his  dis¬ 
ciples  by  many  infallible  proofs,  being  seen  of 
them  on  various  occasions  during  forty  days,  and 
giving  them  instruction  in  the  things  pertaining 
to  the  kingdom  of  God.  It  was  on  one  of  those 
occasions  that  he  addressed  to  them  the  remark¬ 
able  words,  of  which  my  text  forms  a  part.  He 
told  them  that  “  all  things  must  be  fulfilled 
which  were  written  in  the  law  of  Moses,  and  in 
the  Prophets,  and  in  the  Psalms,  concerning 
him.  Then  opened  he  their  understandings, 
that  they  might  understand  the  Scriptures,  and 
said  unto  them.  Thus  it  is  written,  and  thus  it 
behoved  Christ  to  suffer,  and  to  rise  from  the 
dead  the  third  day :  and  that  repentance,  and 
remission  of  sins,  should  be  preached  in  his 
name  among  all  nations.”  Here  the  Lord 
taught  his  disciples  the  call  of  the  Gentiles,  and 
the  Christian  duty  of  missions  to  extend  that 
call  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  The  glad  tidings 
of  redeeming  love  were  no  longer  to  be  con¬ 
fined  to  the  Jewish  nation.  They  were  now  to 
be  proclaimed  “  among  all  nations,”  without 
exception  or  reserve.  The  vessel  of  salvation, 
so  long  moored  in  a  Jewish  dock,  was  now  to 
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sail  forth  on  a  voyage  of  mercy  round  a  fallen 
world. 

Had  the  Lord  concluded  with  this  saying,  the 
aspect  of  his  parting  instructions  would  indeed 
have  been  gloomy  towards  the  Jews.  It  would 
have  looked  like  a  total  transfer  of  saving  mercy 
from  them  to  the  Gentile  nations,  as  if  their 
case  had  now  become  utterly  hopeless,  and 
themselves  universally  given  over  to  a  reprobate 
mind.  His  language  concerning  them,  which 
we  have  already  considered,  would  have  seemed 
to  include  them  all ;  and,  so  far  as  his  ministry 
was  concerned,  the  idea  of  preaching  the  Gospel 
to  them  would  never  have  been  suggested.  But 
see !  He  would  not  be  so  misunderstood,  and 
therefore  he  added,  “  beginning  at  Jerusalem ^ 
What!  beginning  amongst  the  doomed  hypo¬ 
crites  !  causing  the  voice  of  pardoning  mercy  to 
be  heard  first  among  the  murderers,  whose  city 
was  to  be  burned !  among  the  serpents,  the 
generation  of  vipers !  Yes,  even  so :  such  is 
the  sacred  command,  beginning  at  Jerusalem. 

Thus,  although  he  had  announced  their  ap¬ 
proaching  ruin  as  a  nation,  yet  he  would  have 
the  Gospel  preached  to  them.  Could  it  save 
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tliem  as  a  nation  %  Not  without  falsifying  his 
prophecy.  What  then  ?  It  could  save  indi¬ 
viduals  from  among  them,  of  which  the  apostles 
themselves  were  encouraging  specimens.  In 
immediate  and  literal  obedience  to  their  Divine 
Master,  they  began  their  ministry  in  Jerusalem ; 
and  the  saving  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which 
accompanied  their  words  on  the  Day  of  Pente¬ 
cost,  served  to  show,  with  unmistakable  distinct¬ 
ness,  the  ditference  between  the  nation,  which  as 
such  must  be  ruined,  and  individuals  called  out 
of  the  nation  to  be  saved.  It  is  clear,  from 
what  follows  in  their  history,  that  the  apostles 
ascribed  a  more  extended  meaning  to  their 
Lord’s  words,  —  “  beginning  at  Jerusalem.” 
They  applied  them  not  geographically  only  to 
the  Holy  City,  but  nationally  also  to  the  Jewish 
people,  wherever  found  ;  and  accordingly,  wher¬ 
ever  they  went,  they  preached  the  Gospel  “  to 
the  Jew  first,  and  afterwards  to  the  Gentiles.” 

This  is  peculiarly  striking  in  the  case  of 
St.  Paul,  and  the  inference  to  be  drawn  from  it 
is  convincingly  clear.  If  going  at  once  to  the 
Gentiles  could  have  been  justifiable  in  any  one, 
it  would  have  been  in  him.  But  though  he  had 
been  specially  called  to  be  the  Apostle  of  the 
Gentiles,  and  intrusted  by  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
himself  with  “the  Gospel  of  the  uncircumcision,” 
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he  did  not  understand  his  mission  as  superseding 
the  already  established  duty  of  preaching  first  to 
the  Jews.  A  sketch  of  his  history  is,  on  this 
point,  most  instructive. 

1.  First  at  Damascus,  immediately  after  his 
conversion,  we  find  him  in  the  synagogues,  preach¬ 
ing  to  the  Jews,  that  Christ  “  is  the  Son  of  God. 
But  all  that  heard  him  were  amazed,  and  said, 
Is  not  this  he  that  destroyed  them  which  called 
on  this  name  at  Jerusalem,  and  came  hither  for 
that  intent,  that  he  might  bring  them  bound  unto 
the  chief  priests  '?  But  Saul  increased  the  more 
in  strength,  and  confounded  the  Jews  which 
dwelt  at  Damascus,  proving  that  this  is  very 
Christ.”  * 

2.  When  he  and  Barnabas  were  separated  by 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  sent  to  the  work  whereunto 
He  had  specially  called  them,  arriving  at  Antioch, 
in  Pisidia,  they  sought  the  Jew  first,  and  entered 
into  the  synagogue  on  the  Sabbath-day.  Their 
testimony  was  rejected  by  the  Jews,  who,  filled 
with  envy,  spake  against  those  things  whicli  were 
spoken  by  Paul,  contradicting  and  blaspheming. 
“  Then  Paul  and  Barnabas  waxed  bold,  and  said, 
It  was  necessary  that  the  word  of  God  should 

*  Acts  ix.  20 — 22. 
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first  have  been  spoken  to  yon ;  but  seeing  you 
put  it  from  you,  and  judge  yourselves  unworthy 
of  everlasting  life,  lo !  we  turn  to  the  Gentiles ; 
for  so  hath  the  Lord  commanded  us.”* 

This  was  decisive,  so  far  as  the  Jews  then  at 
Antiocli  were  concerned ;  but  it  is  every  way 
worthy  of  our  careful  attention,  that,  after  this, 
when  the  Apostle  went  to  another  city,  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  act  on  the  transferable  application  of 
the  Lord’s  words,  “beginning  at  Jerusalem”^ — he 
sought  the  Jew  first. 

3.  Thus  it  was  on  his  arrival  at  Thessalonica. 
There,  also,  there  was  a  synagogue  of  the  Jews; 
and  to  them  Paul,  as  his  manner  was,  went  in 
and  reasoned  witli  tliem  out  of  the  Scriptures, 
opening  and  alleging  that  Christ,  according  to 
the  prophecies  concerning  him,  must  needs  have 
suffered,  and  risen  again  from  the  dead ;  and 
that  this  Jesus  whom,  said  he,  I  preach  unto  you, 
is  Christ. j* 

4.  Afterwards,  at  Corinth,  he  sought  the  Jews 
first,  and  reasoned  with  them  in  their  synagogue 
every  Sabbath ;  and  when  they  opposed  them¬ 
selves  and  blasphemed,  he  shook  his  raiment, 

*  Acts  xiii,  45 — 47.  f  xvii.  1 — 3. 
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and  said  unto  them,  Your  blood  be  upon  your 
own  heads :  I  am  clean :  from  henceforth  I  will 
go  to  the  Gentiles.”  ^ 

Yet  even  this  was  only  local ;  for  afterwards, 
when  he  arrived  at  Ephesus,  we  find  him  still 
acting  on  the  abiding  and  transferable  import  of 
the  words  “  beginning  at  Jerusalem.”  Notwith¬ 
standing  the  treatment  he  had  already  received 
from  his  fellow-countrymen,  and  the  determina¬ 
tion  he  had  come  to,  and  so  solemnly  expressed 
at  Corinth,  “  when  he  came  to  Ephesus,  he 
entered  into  the  synagogue,  and  reasoned  with 
the  Jews.”  f 

And  further  still,  after  the  Jews  had  conspired 
to  assassinate  him  at  Jerusalem,  and  he  was 
compelled  to  appeal  from  their  treachery  and 
violence  to  the  imperial  judgment-seat;  when 
he  arrived  at  Rome,  and  was  permitted,  through 
the  courtesy  of  the  centurion  commanding  the 
guard,  to  dwell  in  his  own  hired  house,  still, 
bearing  in  practical  remembrance  the  Divine 
injunction  to  begin  at  Jerusalem,  “he  called  the 
chief  of  the  Jews  together,”  and  “  appointed  a 
day  with  them,  when  they  came  to  his  lodging, 
where  he  expounded  and  testified  the  kingdom 
*  Acts  xviii.  5,  6.  t  Acts  xviii.  19. 
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of  God,  persuading  them  concerning  Jesus,  both 
out  of  the  law  of  Moses  and  out  of  the  prophets, 
from  morning  till  evening.”  * 

Finally,  in  his  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  speaking 
generally  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  he  says,  it  is 
“  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation,  to  every  one 
that  believeth ;  to  the  Jew  firsts  and  also  to  the 
Greek.”-|*  At  the  time  this  was  written,  the  Jews, 
as  a  nation^  w'ere  cut  off  from  communion  with 
God,  and  cast  away  from  their  privileges  as  his 
peculiar  people.  Through  their  fall,  salvation 
had  come  to  the  Gentiles.  On  this  the  Apostle 
enlarges  in  the  sequel  of  his  Epistle,  saying  the 
Jews  had  stumbled  at  the  Gospel,  and  were 
enemies,  as  touching  the  Gospel.  He  predicts, 
also,  their  recovery  as  a  nation,  after  the  times  of 
the  Gentiles,  when  the  Redeemer  shall  come  to 
Zion,  and  all  Israel  shall  be  saved. ij: 

Thus,  with  their  national  fall  before  his  eyes 
as  a  fact,  and  their  national  glory  before  his 
mind  as  a  prophecy,  he  still  begins  with  them  in 
the  preaching  of  the  Gospel.  Pie  distinguishes 
between  the  nation,  as  such,  and  individuals  from 
among  them  who  might  be  called,  as  he  himself 

*  Acts  xxviii.  17,  23.  f  Rora.  i.  16. 
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had  been,  to  the  saving  knowledge  of  Jesus  as 
the  Christ.  Some  Jews  had  been  converted.  The 
infant  Christian  Church  consisted  chiefly  of  per¬ 
sons  who  had  been  Jews.  Many  more  might  be 
added  to  the  number,  if  the  proper  means  were 
used;  and  the  proper  means  consisted  mainly  in 
this — that  repentance  and  remission  of  sins 
should  be  preached  to  them  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ.  The  Apostle’s  anxiety  on  this 
point  was  extreme.  He  had  great  heaviness 
and  continual  sorrow  in  his  heart,  for  his  fallen 
brethren — his  kinsmen  after  the  flesh.  Not  as 
though  they  were  all  fallen  :  not  as  though  the 
word  of  God  had  taken  none  effect  among  them. 
This  was  not  the  case.  It  had  pleased  God  to 
promise,  by  his  prophets,  that  his  Word  should 
not  go  forth  void ;  and  He  had  always  graciously 
fulfilled  that  promise.  His  W ord,  however  largely 
rejected,  was  still  mixed  with  faith,  in  some  who 
heard  it.  The  promise  that  it  should  be  so  was 
made  to  the' children  of  Israel ;  but  all  were  not 
Israel  who  were  of  Israel ;  neither,  because  they 
were  the  seed  of  Abraham,  were  they  all  chil¬ 
dren,  but  only  some  of  them ;  to  wit,  those  who 
had  been  represented  by  the  child  of  promise,  as 
distinguished  from  the  child  of  flesh ;  that  is, 
there  is  a  difference  between  Jews  and  Jews,  as 
there  was  between  the  son  of  Hagar  and  the  son 
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of  Sarah,  and  as  there  was,  afterwards,  between 
the  two  sons  of  liehecca.  The  one  represented  the 
nation,  as  such — the  other,  the  election  of  grace 
in  the  midst  of  the  nation.  Taking  Israel 
nationally,  to  Israel  he  saith.  All  day  long  have  I 
stretched  forth  my  hands  to  a  disobedient  and 
gainsaying  people.  Taking  Israel  as  the  election, 
God  hath  not  cast  away  his  people  whom  he 
foreknew.  This  distinction  had  always  existed. 
In  the  days  of  Elias,  the  nation,  as  such,  was 
apostate  even  to  idolatry,  bowing  the  knee  to  the 
image  of  Baal ;  but  an  election,  amounting  to 
seven  thousand  men,  was  reserved  by  Divine 
grace,  and  refused  to  take  part  in  the  national 
trespass.  Even  so,  in  St.  Paul’s  time,  there  was 
a  remnant  according  to  the  election  of  grace. 
Israel,  as  a  nation,  had  not  obtained  the  blessing 
of  true  and  saving  religion,  but  the  election  had 
obtained  it,  and  the  rest  were  blinded.  Knowing 
this  truth,  and  not  knowing  whether  the  election, 
in  his  days,  was  to  consist  of  seven  thousand,  or 
of  seventy  times  seven  thousand,  St.  Paul  was 
constrained  by  a  holy  eagerness  to  make  known 
among  them,  as  widely  and  plainly  as  possible, 
the  one  only  name  given  under  heaven  among 
men,  whereby  we  must  be  saved. 

ThuS;  the  scriptural  duty  is  clear ;  and  nothin 
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has  occurred  since  the  Apostle’s  days  to  make 
any  essential  difference  in  it.  The  Jewish  nation, 
as  a  nation,  is  cut  off,  and  cast  away  in  unbelief. 
So  it  was  in  the  time  of  St.  Paul.  It  must  con¬ 
tinue  so  till  the  second  coming  of  Messiah. 
St.  Paul  knew  this,  and  plainly  declared  it.  But 
not  allowing  either  the  judicial  blindness,  or  the 
prophetic  glory  of  the  Jewish  nation,  to  interfere 
with  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  to  Jews,  as 
individual  sinners ;  wherever  he  went,  fulfilling 
the  ministry  which  he  had  received  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  he  preached  “to  the  Jew  first” — he 
“  began  at  Jerusalem.” 

In  so  doing,  he  left  us  an  example ;  and  surely 
we  do  right  in  endeavouring  to  follow  it — opening 
and  alleging  to  the  Jews,  with  proofs  from  their 
own  Scriptures,  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ— asking 
them  what  they  think  of  Christ — whose  son  is 
he  1  and  when  they  say,  as  their  Babbies  do  say, 
the  Son  of  David,  reminding  them,  from  their 
own  Psalms,  that  David  called  Christ  his  Lord, 
and  how  then  is  he  his  so7i?  pointing  out  to 
them,  from  the  paschal  lamb,  the  goat  and  scape 
goat,  the  sign  of  the  Prophet  Jonas,  the  assur¬ 
ance  of  David  that  his  flesh  should  not  see 
corruption,  compared  with  the  facts  of  his  death 
and  burial ;  and  from  divers  other  such  Scrip- 
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turus,  that  Christ  must  needs  have  suffered,  and 
risen  again  from  the  dead,  and  that  Jesus  of 
Nazareth,  whom  we  preach  to  them,  is  Christ. 
This  is  the  appropriate  work  of  your  Society; 
and  in  it  you  have  the  comforting  and  establishing 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  it  is  clearly  an  apos¬ 
tolical  work. 

And  as  the  duty  is  clear,  so,  secondly, 

II.  It  is  urgent. 

Its  urgency  is  derived  from  the  present  cha¬ 
racter  and  condition  of  the  Jews ;  and  the  only 
view,  which  it  seems  possible  scripturally  to 
entertain  of  their  eternal  condition,  supposing 
them  to  die  as  Jews. 

They  are  sinners,  inheriting  the  character  and 
enduring  the  curse  of  their  forefathers.  Their 
character  is  described  by  the  Spirit  of  Truth  in 
the  strongest  terms.  We  have  already  cited 
some  of  our  Lord’s  own  testimonies  against 
them.  He  said  also  to  them,  in  answer  to  their 
boast  that  they  were  Abraham’s  seed,  and  dis¬ 
tinguishing  between  their  privileges  and  their 
character,  “  I  know  that  ye  are  Abraham’s  seed, 
but  ye  seek  to  kill  me,  because  my  word  hath  no 
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place  in  you.”  In  regular  descent,  and  in  the 
constant  and  boasted  use  of  Church  ordinances 
of  Divine  institution,  they  were  Abraham’s 
seed ;  hut  there  was  no  grace  of  character  in¬ 
separably  connected  with  these  privileges :  and 
Jesus  said  to  them,  “  If  ye  were  Abraham’s 
children,  ye  would  do  the  works  of  Abraham. 
But  now  ye  seek  to  kill  me,  a  man  that  hath 
told  you  the  truth  which  I  have  heard  of  God ; 
this  did  not  Abraham.  Ye  do  the  deeds  of  your 
father.”  And  when  they  pleaded  that  God  was 
their  Father,  Jesus  rejoined,  “  If  God  were 
your  Father,  ye  would  love  me:  for  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  forth  and  came  from  God :  neither  came 
I  of  myself,  but  he  sent  me.  Why  do  ye  not 
understand  my  speech  ?  even  because  ye  cannot 
hear  my  word.  Ye  are  of  your  father  the 
devil,  and  the  lusts  of  your  father  ye  will  do. 
He  was  a  murderer  from  the  beginning,  and 
abode  not  in  the  truth,  because  there  is  no  truth 
in  him.  When  he  speaketh  a  lie,  he  speaketh 
of  his  own:  for  he  is  a  liar,  and  the  father  of 
it.  And  because  I  tell  you  the  truth,  ye  believe 
me  not.”'^' 

And  again,  he  said*  concerning  them,  “  If 
I  had  not  come  and  spoken  unto  them,  they 
*  Jolin  viii.  37 — 45. 
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had  not  had  sin :  but  now  they  have  no 
cloke  for  their  sin.  He  that  hateth  me,  hateth 
my  Father  also.  If  I  had  not  done  among 
them  the  works  which  none  other  man  did, 
they  had  not  had  sin ;  but  now  have  they  both 
seen  and  hated  both  me  and  my  Father.”* 
In  the  words  and  works  of  Jesus,  God  was 
manifest.  To  reject  them  was  to  reject  God. 
Of  this  highest,  this  most  inexcusable  aggra¬ 
vation  of  sin  in  man,  the  Jews  were  guilty. 
The  confession  of  Nicodemus  was  the  inward 
conviction  of  their  consciences  concerning  Jesus, 
“No  man  can  do  these  miracles  that  thou  doest, 
except  God  be  with  him.”  But  instead  of 
yielding  to  that  conviction,  they  resisted  it,  and 
persevered  in  their  deadly  hostility.  They  both 
saw  and  hated  both  Jesus  and  the  Father. 

In  fearful  coincidence  with  this,  Stephen  the 
protomartyr  said  to  them,  “Ye  stiff-necked  and 
uncircumcised  in  heart  and  ears,  ye  do  always 
resist  the  Holy  Ghost:  as  your  fathers  did,  so 
do  ye.”j' 

And  Saint  Paul  said  concerning  them,  they 
“  both  killed  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  their  own 
prophets,  and  have  persecuted  us ;  and  they 
*  Jolin  XV.  22 — 24.  f  Acts  vii.  51. 
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please  not  God,  and  are  contrary  to  all  men ; 
forbidding  us  to  speak  to  the  Gentiles  that  they 
might  be  saved,  to  fill  up  their  sins  alway ;  for  the 
wrath  is  come  upon  them  to  the  uttermost.”* 

Such  is  the  New  Testament  character  of  the 
.Tews  during  the  present  period  of  this  world’s 
history ;  and  considering  them  as  a  nation,  such 
it  must  continue  until  the  coming  of  the  Re¬ 
deemer  to  Zion.  What,  then,  can  we  do  for 
them'?  We  can  avail  ourselves,  as  the  Apostle 
did,  of  the  distinction  between  the  nation  as 
such,  which  is  cut  off,  and  which  must  remain 
cut  off ;  and  a  remnant  out  of  the  nation  which 
has  been  in  every  age  graffed  in,  and  may  be  in 
our  age :  because  the  Gospel  is,  as  it  was,  the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  every  one  that 
believeth,  to  the  Jew  first,  and  also  to  the  Greek. 

Only  by  the  Gospel  can  the  Jew  be  saved. 
He  is  no  exception  to  the  apostolical  rule,  that 
there  is  no  salvation  in  any  other  than  Jesus, 
seeing  there  is  no  other  name  given  under 
heaven  among  men  whereby  we  must  be  saved. 
And  as  there  is  but  one  saving  name,  so  for  a 
saving  interest  in  that  name,  there  is  but  one 
medium.  “  He  that  believeth  shall  be  saved.” 


*  1  Thess.  ii.  14—16. 
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The  present  state  of  the  Jews  is  characterized 
in  Scripture  by  a  word  of  awful  import — un¬ 
belief,  “  Because  of  unbelief  they  were  broken 
off:”*  and  “  even  unto  this  day  when  Moses  is 
read,  the  veil  is  upon  their  heart.”*]* 

I  do  not  forget,  I  do  not  lose  sight  of,  nor  do 
I  wish  any  one  to  lose  sight  of,  what  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  assures  us  will  be  the  state  of  the  Jewish 
nation  when  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus,  their 
King,  shall  return  to  this  earth:  when  mercy 
shall  triumph  over  judgment,  and  the  generation 
then  alive  of  the  dispersed  tribes,  shall  be 
gathered  into  the  land  which  God  gave  to  their 
fathers :  when  a  place  of  pre-eminence  among 
the  nations  shall  be  given  to  the  Jewish  nation; 
as  it  is  written,  “  To  her  it  shall  come,  even  the 
first  dominion,  the  kingdom  shall  come  to  the 
daughter  of  Jerusalem.”  $ 

This  is  a  glorious  subject :  it  gilds  and  glows 
in  the  firmament  of  prophecy.  When  the  last 
great  storm  shall  have  burst ;  when  hailstones 
and  coals  of  fire,  from  a  righteous  God,  shall 
have  fallen  in  terrible  vengeance  upon  Babylon 
the  Great ;  when  the  assembled  persecutors  at 
Armageddon  shall  have  been  crushed  under 

*  Rom.  ii.  20.  f  2  Cor.  iii.  15. 
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Him  whom  the  patriarch  saw  afar  off,  as  “  the 
Stone  of  Israel ;  ”  then,  when  the  Lord  shall 
liave  purged  the  atmosphere  of  our  world  from 
the  abominations  of  Antichrist,  in  all  his 
aspects;  and  when  a  holy  serenity,  a  heavenly 
calm,  shall  succeed;  then,  in  the  radiance  of 
that  new  earth,  the  Jewish  nation  shall  appear 
as  “  the  mountain  of  the  Lord’s  house,  estab¬ 
lished  in  the  top  of  the  mountains,”*  catching 
and  reflecting  the  lustre  and  beauty  of  the  King 
himself,  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
his  ransomed  possession. 

True,  true!  all  this,  and  much  more  akin  to  this, 
is  gloriously  true ;  but  all  this  is  future,  and  it 
will  be  first  enjoyed  by  the  generation  of  Jews 
then  alive,  when  the  Lord  comes.  What,  then, 
has  this  to  do  with  the  generations  of  Jews  who 
die  before  the  Lord  comes  'I  Instead  of  tinging 
with  any  portion  of  its  golden  light,  so  as  to 
reconcile  us  to  the  present  condition  of  the  Jews, 
this  glorious  prospect  should  rather,  by  the  con¬ 
trast,  plunge  the  present  state  of  the  unhappy 
Jew  into  deeper,  deadlier  darkness.  Lor  fear¬ 
fully  deplorable  is  that  state.  U^ihelief  was, 
and  is,  their  character.  Broken  off  Avas,  and  is, 
their  condition.  And  Avhat  then  can  we  say, 
with  the  word  of  truth  before  us  1  O  !  what  is 
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their  prospect,  so  living  and  so  dying '?  I  speak 
as  unto  those  who  believe  the  Word  of  God  as  it 
is ;  not  as  vain  man,  in  the  presumption  of  sup¬ 
posed  charity,  would  have  it  to  be.  “  Go  ye,” 
said  the  Saviour,  “  into  all  the  world,  and  preach 
the  Gospel  to  every  creature  :  he  that  believeth 
and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved.”  Does  the  Jew, 
as  a  Jew,  believe  the  Gospel '?  No!  unbelief  is 
his  character.  Is  the  Jew,  as  a  Jew,  baptized  ? 
No;  he  is  “broken  otf”  from  the  visible  body  of 
God’s  people.  “  He  that  believeth  and  is  bap¬ 
tized  shall  be  saved ;  and  he  that  believeth  not” — 
the  words  are  the  words  of  Jesus — the  words  of 
the  faithful  and  true  witness — the  words  of  real 
charity — “  He  that  believeth  not,  shall  be 
damned.” 

* 

Your  duty,  my  brethren,  is  indeed  urgent. 
We  rejoice  to  add, 

III.  It  is  hopeful. 

By  the  Gospel,  they  may  be  saved,  in  numbers 
which  no  man  can  estimate.  All  things  are 
possible  with  God,  and  the  Gospel  is  “  the  power 
of  God  unto  salvation  ” — the  power  of  God,  in 
Jesus  Christ,  to  the  removal  of  every  hindrance 
presented  by  the  character  and  government  of 
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God  ;  and  the  power  of  God,  by  the  Holy  Ghost, 
to  the  removal  of  every  hindrance  presented  by 
the  character  and  corruption  of  man — “  to  the 
Jew  first,  and  also  to  the  Gentile.” 

In  the  person  and'Hvork  of  Christ  there  is  a 
fulness  of  provision  made  for  the  salvation  of 
sinful  men,  so  far  as  any  obstacles  w^ere  presented 
on  the  side  of  God’s  government.  Perfect  obe¬ 
dience  from  man,  as  a  creature,  was  indispensable 
— Christ  supplied  it.  Perfect  endurance  of  the 
penalty  incurred  by  man  as  a  sinner,  was  indis¬ 
pensable — Christ  sustained  it.  Capability,  not 
only  to  prepare  these  blessings,  but  also  to  transfer 
them  to  others,  was  indispensable — Christ  pos¬ 
sessed  it.  And  now  he  ever  liveth  to  exercise 
the  sovereign  mercy.  In  and  through  Christ, 
God  is  just  while  he  justifies.  All  things  are 
ready. 

But  other  obstacles  remain — obstacles  presented 
by  man’s  character ;  and  the  removal  of  them  also 
is  indispensable,  in  every  individual  instance.  To 
the  accomplishment  of  this  gracious  work,  God 
the  Holy  Ghost  is  sent  down  from  heaven.  By 
him,  in  his  gentle  but  omnipotent  energizings, 
the  stubborn  will  is  subdued,  the  wayward  ima¬ 
gination  is  restrained,  the  proud  heart  is  humbled. 
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By  him,  in  his  still  small  voice,  Christ  is  described 
as  so  lovely,  and  presented  as  so  attractive,  that 
holy  victory  over  the  world  is  the  consequence, 
and  the  living  temples  of  God  are  prepared  and 
preserved  as  his  dwelling  places  upon  earth;  “as 
God  hath  said,  I  will  dwell  in  them,  and  walk 
in  them,  and  I  will  be  their  God,  and  they  shall 
he  my  people.” 

Go  on,  then,  my  brethren,  in  your  blessed 
work.  Train  up  and  employ  suitable  mission¬ 
aries  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  Jews,  to  aim  at 
promoting  Christianity  among  the  Jews,  to  culti¬ 
vate  at  once  believing  faithfulness  and  tender 
sympathy  towards  the  Jews ;  thus  imbibing  the 
spirit,  and  walking  in  the  steps  of  the  Apostle, 
if  by  any  means  we  may  save  some.  And  while 
you  cordially  co-operate  with  the  friends  and 
supporters  of  missions  to  the  Heathen,  and 
rejoice  unfeignedly  that  repentance  and  remission 
of  sins  should  be  preached  among  all  nations,  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  remember  the  words 
of  the  Lord  Jesus,  how  he  said  “  Beginning  at 
Jerusalem.” 

And  now,  to  the  members  of  this  Society,  and 
its  fi'iends  assembled  in  this  vast  multitude,  I 
would  say  with  affectionate  earnestness,  persevere 
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— give  your  time,  your  prayers,  your  money.  Is 
the  duty  clear,  is  it  urgent,  is  it  hopeful'?  To 
whom  should  application  be  made,  for  help  to 
carry  it  vigorously  forward  ?  Where,  on  the 
face  of  the  earth,  can  a  more  suitable  place  be 
found  for  urging  this  duty,  than  the  City  of 
London  ?  And  on  what  assembly  in  London 
can  it  be  .more  suitably  pressed  than  on  you, 
gathered  together  at  this  auspicious  Anniversary? 
This  is  the  right  time,  and  you  are  the  proper 
persons.  The  duty  can  neither  be  postponed  to 
a  more  convenient  season,  nor  transferred  to  more 
favourable  agents.  Shew,  then,  my  brethren, 
that  you  really  feel  the  weight  of  it,  and  are  in 
practical  earnest.  Let  the  mind  be  in  you,  which 
was  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.  Look  not  every 
man  on  his  own  things,  but  every  man  also  on 
the  things  of  others.  And  when  your  hearts 
burn  within  you,  to  be  the  blessed  instruments 
of  saving  your  fellow-creatures,  by  causing 
repentance  and  remission  of  sins  to  be  preached 
to  them  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  O  !  in  the 
day  of  your  sacred  zeal,  remember  Zion,  and  re- 
member  that  what  Jesus  said  to  his  first  disciples, 
he  said  unto  us  all, — “  Beginning  at  Jerusalem.” 


